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¶ Ludwig Wittgenstein (1953), Selections from Philosophical Investigations 

¶ J.L. Austin (1961), “Performative Utterances” 

 

III. The Contemporary Mentalistic Tradition 

¶ H. Paul Grice (1957), “Meaning” 

¶ Jerry Fodor (1978), “Propositional Attitudes” 

 

IV. Hybrid Theories 

¶ John Searle (1965), “What Is a Speech Act?” 

¶ H. Paul Grice (1967), “Logic and Conversation” 

 

V. Case Study: Reference, Descriptions and the Traditions 

¶ Peter Strawson (1950), “On Referring” 

¶ Keith Donnellan (1966), “Reference and Definite Descriptions” 

¶ Saul Kripke (1977), “Speaker’s Reference and Semantic Reference” 

¶ David Kaplan (1977), “Demonstratives” 

 

REQUIREMENTS 

Participation: 10% 

“Briefing Notes” on Selected Philosophical Readings: 50% 

Glossary: 15% 

Take-Home Exam: 25% 

 

• Briefing Notes: At the outset of the relevant classes, students will hand in two to three pages of 

typewritten notes on the chapter assigned. (750-1000 words is appropriate.) These “briefing 

notes” will consist of two parts: an outline of the main argument being made (which is not 

typically a section-by-section outline of the paper), and some critical questions and comments. 

 

• Exam: The in-class exam will cover all the material presented in the course.  

 

AUDIT 

Students wishing to audit the course should consult with the instructor prior to or during the first 

week of classes.  
 

ACCOMMODATION  

Students seeking academic accommodation on medical grounds for any missed tests, exams, 

participation components and/or assignments worth 10% or more of their final grade must apply 

to the Academic Counselling office of their home Faculty and provide documentation. Academic 

accommodation cannot be granted by the instructor or department. Documentation shall be 

submitted, as soon as possible, to the Office of the Dean of the student’s Faculty of registration, 

together with a request for relief specifying the nature of the accommodation being requested. 
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